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On any given day, there are over 500 homeless individuals in Spartanburg, Cherokee and Union counties, 40% representing families with children.








With the help of United Way funding, 29,000 days of shelter were provided to individuals in need last year. Nearly 1,200 men, women and children received shelter for at least one night. 

















United Way of the Piedmont Priority:  


Neighbors Helping Neighbors








United Way Fast Facts


Below, you will find eight examples of how your dollars help United Way to make a positive, lasting impact in our community.  Use them in e-mails or flyers or print them off and post them on bulletin boards.  





INSTRUCTIONS:





To use facts in e-mails:  Simply left click on the lower left corner of the graphic you wish to copy.  You will see 8 white square boxes which indicate that your object is selected.  Under the Edit command on your menu, select Copy.  This places the graphic on your clipboard.  When you are sending an e-mail message, just paste from your clipboard into your message and you are all set.  


The same procedure can be used when copying into a letter or a flier created in Microsoft Word or into a PowerPoint presentation.





A helpful hint:  Fast Facts are designed for use with Microsoft Office software (Word, PowerPoint) and Microsoft Outlook e-mail software.  If you need them provided to you in another format, please contact the United Way office at 467-3505.  Thanks!











Children who participate in quality after school programs are 88% more likely to graduate from high school. 





2,600 children participated in United Way supported after-school programs last year.  Quality after-school programs help keep children safe and out of trouble by providing a nurturing and educational environment.





29,700 youth in our community were educated on avoidance of risk behaviors, such as adolescent pregnancy, drugs, alcohol and crime with the help of programs that receive United Way funding.





Give.  Advocate.  Volunteer.  Make Your Mark.  








Nearly 33% of Spartanburg County 8th graders will drop out of school. Over 1,200 cases of juvenile crime were heard in Spartanburg County last year.





United Way supported programs that provided 2,600 youth in our community a safe, supportive environment to improve academic achievement, reduce teen risk behaviors and to provide character building activities. 





Over 29,000 young people were educated about the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse last year through United Way supported programs.








United Way of the Piedmont Priority:


Helping Youth Succeed








Imagination Library is an early childhood learning and literacy initiative established by the Dolly Parton Foundation. Through a unique partnership between United Way, First Steps, the seven Spartanburg County School Districts, and the Union County School District, this program has touched over 15,000 children in our community. ��There are over 8,200 children enrolled in the Imagination Library Project. Books are mailed to these children each month, free of charge. Over 40% of all eligible children in Spartanburg and Union Counties are enrolled.








United Way of the Piedmont Priority:


Nurturing Children








The population of senior citizens in Spartanburg County is expected to double in the next 20 years.





Nearly 2,200 senior citizens were involved in social and educational United Way supported programs designed to keep them connected in the community.





Every 71 seconds, someone develops Alzheimer’s. 





5,760 hours of respite care were provided to caregivers of Alzheimer’s patients last year through a United Way supported program.








United Way of the Piedmont Priority:


Connecting Seniors











18.5% of residents in our community lack health care of any kind.





8 of 10 uninsured South Carolinians are employed or a member of their family is employed, but may not have access to affordable insurance coverage.





Because of your support, 32,000 prescriptions were filled last year for the uninsured working poor in our community. 





United Way of the Piedmont Priority:


Promoting Health and Wellness








Over 12% of families in our community are living at or below the federally established poverty line.





United Way of the Piedmont’s emphasis on financial stability promotes growth of income, access to the Earned Income Tax Credit and establishment of personal savings to achieve long term financial goals.





Through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Initiative (VITA), United Way has partnered with organizations to assist with preparation of 1,105 tax returns last year, representing over $1.45 million returned to low to moderate income citizens.





United Way of the Piedmont Priority:


Strengthening Adults & Families











